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The Irell & Manella Prize
2026 Application Packet

The Irell & Manella Fund was created in 2004 through the generosity of Irell & Manella LLP and the Irell & Manella Foundation. The Firm created this fund to honor Columbia Law graduates who have contributed to the Firm for many years, in particular three members of the Columbia Law School Class of 1959; Richard H. Borow, Edmund M. Kaufman and Marvin S. Shapiro.

Annually, the Irell & Manella Prize is awarded to a 1L student whose outstanding leadership and good citizenship helped to create a sense of community and engagement during the first year of law school.  In addition to the student’s award, the Irell & Manella Prize Recipient will select a student organization at Columbia Law School that will receive a one-time monetary award from the Irell & Manella Fund.  
The information requested in this form is pertinent to our selection process and will be treated as confidential.
Directions:

1. Before completing this application, please read the qualifications on Page Four (4).

2. Please type your answers.  Handwritten applications may not be accepted if not legible.

3. This application will be eligible for consideration for the Prize award only if all of the information requested by the official application form is completed by the applicant.  Please do not alter the form or content of this application except to add additional space for your responses.

4. Indicate “not applicable” (n.a.) only where a question does not apply to you.

5. If necessary, attach additional sheets to supplement your answers.

Applicant Information:

	     
	     
	     
	     

	Last Name
	First Name / M.I.
	Cell Phone
	Main e-mail address


	Current

Address:
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	Street
	City
	State
	Zip
	Telephone

	Summer Address:
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	Street
	City
	State
	Zip
	Telephone

	Permanent

Address:
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	Street
	City
	State
	Zip
	Telephone


	     
	     
	     
	

	Place of Birth
	Date of Birth
	Citizenship
	


	     
	
	
	

	Student ID / CUID Number
	
	
	


Educational Background (college / Graduate):

	Name of School
	Dates

Attended
	Major
	Grade

Average
	Advisor 

(if any)
	Degree 

Received

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Employment Background:

	Organization / Location
	Dates Employed
	Nature of work

	     

	     
	     

	     

	     
	     

	     

	     
	     

	     

	     
	     

	     

	     
	     

	     

	     
	     


Leadership Roles and Law School Community Activities:
Please list all leadership roles and law school community activities here.  Please note that you must submit supportive data on your leadership roles and law school community activities, this is usually done through letters of recommendation from advisors and organizational leaders.

	1. Organization
	     

	2. Organization’s mission
	     

	3. Dates involved
	     

	4. Description of your contributions
	     

	5. Hours worked per week
	     

	6. Name, address and telephone number of individual who can verify your participation.
	     

	7. Amount of compensation or academic credit earned:
	     


	1. Organization
	     

	2. Organization’s mission
	     

	3. Dates involved
	     

	4. Description of your contributions
	     

	5. Hours worked per week
	     

	6. Name, address and telephone number of individual who can verify your participation.
	     

	7. Amount of compensation or academic credit earned:
	     


Leadership Roles and Law School Community Activities:
Please list all leadership roles and law school community activities here.  Please note that you must submit supportive data on your leadership roles and law school community activities, this is usually done through letters of recommendation from advisors and organizational leaders.

	1. Organization
	     

	2. Organization’s mission
	     

	3. Dates involved
	     

	4. Description of your contributions
	     

	5. Hours worked per week
	     

	6. Name, address and telephone number of individual who can verify your participation.
	     

	7. Amount of compensation or academic credit earned:
	     


	1. Organization
	     

	2. Organization’s mission
	     

	3. Dates involved
	     

	4. Description of your contributions
	     

	5. Hours worked per week
	     

	6. Name, address and telephone number of individual who can verify your participation.
	     

	7. Amount of compensation or academic credit earned:
	     


Additional Requirements:
1. A brief autobiographical essay (600-1,000 words) describing the factors and events that you feel have shaped your present outlook, personality and goals.  The purpose of this essay is to indicate how you evaluate your own strengths and weaknesses as well as to provide some commentary on the basic information supplied by this application form.

2. A summary of the ways in which you expect, at this time, to put your legal training to use (200-400 words).

3. A brief synopsis of the student organization you would choose to support and why if selected as the Irell & Manella Prize Recipient (200-400 words).

4. Two (2) letters of recommendation from professional or academic sources who have first hand knowledge and can testify to your first year law school leadership activities, ability or potential.

5. A current resume.

Prize Purpose: We are trying to identify leaders, people of character and capability.
The Irell & Manella Prize is a merit award created to reward and support law students who have demonstrated leadership ability and whose outstanding academic and personal histories show character, ethical conduct, good citizenship, motivation and initiative.  One of the factors by which the selection committee evaluates character is past participation in law school community activities.  For this purpose, law school community activities are broadly construed to include any activity, the primary object of which is to benefit others or the community as a whole.  The Prize does not require a commitment to any specific field of law.

The Prize will be awarded to one qualified first year law student and will be awarded solely on merit.

Specifically, a candidate’s personal and academic histories must show: (1) leadership; (2) academic achievement; (3) ethical and honorable conduct; (4) good moral character; (5) past participation in law school community activities and (6) sound judgment.

Supportive data is required to verify: (1) leadership; (2) past involvement in law school community activities; and (3) scholastic achievement.

The Prize will provide an award to the recipient and the recipient’s designated student organization consistent with the income of the Irell & Manella Fund Endowment and the terms of the agreement.

Applicant acknowledges and agrees that there is no guarantee of selection as an Irell & Manella Prize recipient as a result of this application and that the selection process is inherently a subjective one in which the members of the Screening and Selection Committee may take such factors (among others) as personal background and life experiences, as well as academic achievement and law school community activities into account in making selections among competing candidates.  In view of the foregoing, and in consideration for the review and processing of this application for the Prize, Applicant does hereby irrevocably and absolutely release and discharge the Irell & Manella Prize, Irell & Manella LLP, Columbia Law School and all of their past and present directors, trustees, officers, employees, agents, committee members, attorneys, shareholders, representatives, successors and assigns, and any related corporations or entities, from any and all complaints, claims, demands, causes of action, damages, costs and suits of any type and of whatever kind, character or nature whatsoever that may arise out of, related to or be connected in any way with the consideration and/or rejection of this application or Applicant as a Prize recipient.

Date ______________________________________  Signature _______________________________________________________________

Please send this application, together with the autobiographical essay, summary of legal training use, and student organization you would nominate for award, to Anina Gayla at agayla@law.columbia.edu (electronic applications) or Irell & Manella Prize, c/o Anina Gayla, Columbia Law School, Jerome L. Greene Hall, West 116th Street, Box A-2, New York, NY  10027 (hard copy applications). Electronic applications are strongly preferred.
If you wish to authorize the Irell & Manella Prize Committee to have access to your law school application, please sign and date the authorization below.  Access to your law school application will not be considered a substitute for any of the information required to be submitted with this application.  

I hereby authorize representatives of the Irell & Manella Prize Screening and Selection Committee to have access to my application for admission to Columbia Law School and all related documents submitted by me and on my behalf.

Date ______________________________________  Signature _______________________________________________________________

Application Checklist

Please verify that you have:

· completed the Irell & Manella application form.

· signed both release signatures on page four (4) of the application.

· attached your autobiographical essay (600-1,000 words).

· attached your summary of the ways in which you expect, at this time, to put your legal training to use (200-400 words).

· attached your summary of the student organization you would choose to support and why, if selected as the Irell & Manella Prize Recipient (200-400 words).

· provided two (2) letters of recommendation from academic or professional contacts.

· provided a current resume.

· provided supportive data on your leadership roles and law school community activity.

Applications missing supporting data or with incomplete information will not be considered for award.

2026 Irell & Manella Prize

The 2026 recipient of the Irell & Manella Prize will receive a cash award of $4,773.
The Columbia Law School student organization of the 2026 recipient’s choice will receive an additional cash award of $4,773.
Completed applications are due by

June 30, 2026
Please return completed and signed application to:
Anina Gayla, Director of Donor Relations, Columbia Law School

Email: agayla@law.columbia.edu 
Mail: Jerome Greene Hall | 435 W. 116th St, Box A-2 | NYC 10027

(2026)


