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What are the graduation requirements?
To graduate, all students must complete the following:

● 83 points of credit;
● All first-year foundation courses, including Moot Court;
● A course in Professional Responsibility;
● A course in Legislation and Regulation;
● The Major Writing requirement;
● The Minor Writing requirement;
● 40 hours of pro bono service by March 1st of your 3L year; and
● At least six points of experiential coursework credit.

For more details about each of these graduation requirements, please review the JD Courses of
Study page.

How do I find out if I am on track to graduate?
In LawNet, there is an incredibly helpful tool called the Degree Requirement Status (DRS). This
provides a real time, color coded analysis of your graduation requirements and whether you have
completed them. We encourage you to review this link during each pre-registration and add/drop
period.

I have a hold on my account and cannot register for classes, what should I do?
You should address holds as soon as possible. Waiting until the last minute will impact your
ability to participate in Pre-Registration and Add/Drop. You can view your hold information
by logging into SSOL. Only the office that created the hold can remove it. Therefore, you
should contact the following offices depending on your particular hold:

● Financial Hold: contact Student Financial Services* at 212-854-4400 or
ssc@columbia.edu.

● Dean’s Hold: email Registration Services at registrar@law.columbia.edu.
● Immunization Hold: contact Columbia Health at 212-854-7210 or

immunizationcompliance@columbia.edu.
● Sexual Respect Hold: contact the Office of University Life at

preorientation@columbia.edu.
● Columbia Community Initiative Hold: contact the Office of University Life at

communitycitizenship@columbia.edu.

*Please note that Student Financial Services is not the same office as Law School Financial
Aid. The Financial Aid office will not be able to lift your bill related holds.

How many courses / points should I take each semester?
A full course-load is 12 - 15 points. For most students, if you average 13 points per semester you
will reach the required 83 points for graduation. Rule of thumb: 1 point usually = 1 hour of class
time + about 2 hours of out of class work (see Choosing Your Courses for more guidance).

What are the minimum and maximum number of points that I can take each semester?
You’re allowed one 11-point semester and can take a maximum of 16 points each semester. You
must submit a Points Petition Form (via LawNet Digital Forms) to take 11 or 16 points. The
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registration maximum is based on an ABA rule (Rule 311(c)) that restricts how many points per
semester a Law School can permit a student to take and cannot be waived. These rules also apply
to dual degree students who are in residence at the Law School.

Can I get credit for writing a note and/or being on a journal?
Yes and no. You can earn Supervised Research points for writing and/or publishing a note. You
can earn up to 3 points of Supervised Research per term and 4 points total per year. Generally,
students earn about 1 point of Supervised Research for every 10-12 pages of a paper. You and the
supervising faculty will determine the exact amount of points for writing a note. You can also
earn 1 point of Supervised Research for publishing a note.

You cannot receive academic points for being on a journal or on the journal's editorial board. The
Class of 2022 was the last class that could receive Editorial Board points.

How can I satisfy the major writing requirement?
There are numerous ways to satisfy the major writing requirement. You can use an expanded
seminar paper (look for seminars that provide major writing credit upon consultation), write a
note with a journal, write an independent research paper with a professor, or be a Moot Court
Student Editor (Workshop in Briefcraft). Whichever option you chose, you must submit your
Major Writing Registration Form to Registration Services by the end of Add/Drop in the Fall
of your 3L year. Please review the Guide to Columbia Law J.D. Writing Requirements for
more detailed information about completing the writing requirements.

Can I take certain courses Credit/Fail?
Some courses are automatically offered credit/fail (for example, January term courses and
Financial Statement Analysis and Interpretation). For graded courses, you cannot switch to
credit/fail unless you switch ALL of your courses (on your entire transcript) to credit/fail (see
Academic Rule 3.1.2). You cannot select à la carte credit/fail for graded courses.

How does the lottery work?
The Lottery was established by the Faculty Resolution on the Allocation of Scarce Instructional
Resources. You can learn about possible lottery outcomes on Registration Services'
Pre-Registration page (see How the Lottery Works).

How should I rank courses in the lottery?
You can find great tips here: Strategies for Ranking Course Selections. Special note: If you are
enrolled in a clinic or externship that requires you to take a certain course as a co-req, you
should rank that course as your #1 primary.

Can I cross-register for courses at other Columbia schools (e.g., language or Business
School courses)?
Yes! You can earn up to 12 points at other Columbia schools. The rules and full process for
cross-registering are here: Cross-Registration for Law Students.

Cross-registration is not part of the pre-registration process and usually happens during
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Add/Drop. Please carefully review the rules above for timing and specific rules for
other schools.

How do I sign up to be an unpaid Research Assistant or Teaching Fellow?
To receive credit for being an RA or TF (or for doing supervised research), you must submit the
appropriate registration form (signed by your supervising faculty) to Registration Services by the
end of the Add/Drop period. These forms are available on LawNet.

Is there a point cap for experiential credits, ungraded credits, or other non-regularly
scheduled classes?
There are no point caps per se for experiential or ungraded credits. However, there are point caps
for non-regularly scheduled classes and for clinics / externships (see table below). Anything you
earn over these point caps will not count towards your 83-point graduation requirement.

19 Point Cap on Non-Regularly
Scheduled Classes
● Supervised Research and

Supervised Experiential study
(independent internships)
(3/semester & 4/year);

● Faculty research assistant
(2/year);

● Cross-registered courses (12
total);

● Externship fieldwork;
● Work on law school journals or

coaching alternative 1L moot
courts (3 total);

● Teaching Assistant (8 total & 4
per TA’d class);

● Supervised work on upper-level
moot court (4 total).

30 Point Cap on
Clinics and Externships
● Clinics
● Externships*

*This includes both the seminar and the
fieldwork components of externships.

How do I petition the Rules Committee for exceptions to Academic Rules?
Before you submit a petition to the Rules Committee, you must speak with an academic advisor
to discuss your request and possible alternative solutions.

Who should I contact if I need academic accommodations?
Please contact the Office of Disability Services and email the Student Services ODS liaison
(accommodations@law.columbia.edu). You should also review our short Accommodations
Handbook.

How do I satisfy the Pro Bono requirement?
You should carefully review the Pro Bono Requirement and Program page and email
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probono@law.columbia.edu if you have any additional questions.

Do I have to take Professional Responsibility before I take the MPRE?
No. While a PR course might be helpful for the MPRE, it is not required. If you are using a bar
prep course, they will likely provide you with MPRE prep material.

How do I amend my CLS application for Character & Fitness purposes (i.e., I’m applying
for admission to the Bar and need to amend my original law school application)?
As a member of the Law School, you are held to the highest standards of academic integrity and
professionalism. If you did not previously disclose details related to answering one of these
questions or you have a new matter to share as part of your continuing duty to disclose, then you
must provide a full written explanation of the circumstances. Any and all details surrounding
these circumstances must be disclosed as an attachment to THIS FORM. Please include specific
dates, underlying facts, and resolution of the matter. Also, submit any relevant documentation,
such as, court documents, transit violations, etc.

International students with questions about Visa status and eligibility?
Please contact the International Students & Scholars Office (https://isso.columbia.edu).

Helpful Course Registration Resources for Students
Please carefully review the following resources from Registration Services:

● Registration Services’ Resources page (includes pre-reg, add/drop, and exam
handbooks): https://www.law.columbia.edu/academics/registration-services/resources.

● Registration Services' Course Selection & Registration pages (updated for each
semester): https://www.law.columbia.edu/academics/registration-services/registration.

● Curriculum Guide: https://www.law.columbia.edu/academics/courses.

Helpful Bar Exam Resources for Students
Please carefully review the following resources from Registration Services, the National
Conference of Bar Examiners, and the New York State Board of Law Examiners:

● Information about the Bar Exam and Application:
https://www.law.columbia.edu/academics/registration-services/bar-certification.

● Comprehensive Guide to Bar Admission Requirements (an interactive, 50-state survey
of bar admission requirements): https://reports.ncbex.org/comp-guide/

● The New York State Board of Law Examiners (information about New York Bar
Admission Requirements, Application, and Filing Deadlines):
https://www.nybarexam.org/
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