The Craig N. Yankwitt Fellowship for Death Penalty Advocacy

Justice 360 in Columbia, South Carolina, and the Cornell Death Penalty Project of Cornell Law
School are pleased to announce the 2022 Craig N. Yankwitt Fellowship for Death
Penalty Advocacy for law school graduates with the fellowship commencing September 2022.

The purpose of the fellowship is to honor and preserve the memory of Craig N. Yankwitt (CLS
Class of 2002) who died in 2016. While a student at Cornell Law School, Craig participated for
several semesters in the Capital Punishment and Capital Appeals Clinics and worked closely with
Professors Sheri Johnson and John Blume. He was an integral part of a team that ultimately was
able to vacate the conviction and secure the freedom of Sterling Spann, a person who had been
on death row in South Carolina for more than a decade. Participation in the clinics had a profound
impact on Craig and he continued to support the work of the clinic in numerous ways following
his graduation from Cornell Law. While Craig ultimately pursued a private practice, he used the

skills he developed in the Cornell clinical program to help individuals who had been harmed.

This fellowship will fund a graduating third-year law student or recent law school graduate for
a two-year fellowship at Justice 360 in Columbia, South Carolina. Justice 360 is a non-profit
organization working to reform policies and practices in capital proceedings. Applicants can

learn more about the mission and work of Justice 360 at https://justice360sc.org/. Applicants can

review the mission of the Cornell Death Penalty Project at

https://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/research/death-penalty-project/index.cfm.

The Yankwitt Fellow will be involved in all aspects of Justice 360’s work, including direct
representation of death-sentenced individuals, advocacy efforts, and creating resources for other
capital defense attorneys. The Yankwitt Fellow will also work on litigation and academic projects

with Cornell Law School Professors Johnson and Blume.

Minimum Requirements for the Yankwitt Fellowship:
e Applicants must have a].D. from an ABA accredited American Law School or have a ]J.D.
granted by June 2022.
e Applicants must be eligible to be admitted in South Carolina (UBE jurisdiction) or eligible
to take the South Carolina bar in July 2022.
e It is highly preferred that applicants have participated in a Capital Punishment/Death
Penalty Clinic in law school or have completed an internship/externship at a non-profit,

federal, or state defender office dedicated to capital and/or criminal defense.


https://justice360sc.org/
https://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/research/death-penalty-project/index.cfm

Related Skills and Knowledge desired:

Superior analytical skills and an ability to write and speak clearly and persuasively.
Self-motivation with the ability to take the initiative and follow through on projects to
completion.

Ability to work independently as well as within a team.

A demonstrated commitment to indigent defense and criminal justice reform.

Must hold a valid driver’s license and be willing to travel throughout South Carolina.

Compensation/Benefits:

The Yankwitt Fellow will be an employee of Justice 360 and will receive a salary of $50,000 a year

plus benefits.

How to Apply:

Applications must be submitted by November 8, 2021 and must include:

A resume

A cover letter (addressed to the Yankwitt Capital Defense Fellowship Selection
Committee)

A law school transcript (an unofficial transcript will suffice for the initial application)

Two letters of recommendation (letters can be from professors, former employers, or both)

Please send all applications to the Selection Committee at yankwittfellow@justice360sc.org.

Both Justice 360 and Cornell Law School have a strong commitment to diversity and encourage

people historically underrepresented in the practice of law to apply.


mailto:yankwittfellow@justice360sc.org

