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. DENVER — After scrapping

..its own criminal background

""checks of gun buyers to use a

. system the FBI began eight -
months ago, Colorado resumed
its prior efforts.
A triple slaying in June

convinced state lawmakers that

* federal records often do not’
reflect a gun buyer’s corplete
criminal history. So on Sunday,
Colorado resumed checking state
and local records for the first
time since March. Eight of 76
potential buyers were turned
-away, including two who had
criminal pasts that would not
have shown tip in FBI recorcls
local officials said. . '
© “T'm glad it's back,” Gov Bill
Owens said Monday. “It's some-
thing we should have. T just -

regret that we had to have a trage-

‘ nd checks

_enlals on first day

" in 1993 and created a five-day

waiting period for gun purchases,

18 states, including Colorado,
were checkmg state and local
records for criminal activity that
would dehy the buyer the nght to
purchase a firearm.

In the eight months since the
instant ¢hecks replaced the wait-
ing period, Colorado, New York,
Delaware and Missouri aban-
doned their checking systems.

. But uniike the other three
states, Colorado reversed course,
]argely because of Simon Gonza-
les’ purchase of 2 9 mm Taurus
.on June 22, His applica-

tion _“'éﬂ'tashow that his

smtgte cmxfk,whlch under federal -
law would have disqualified hun
from owninga gun.

Hours after his purchase, -

dyasthepmxamate’canse fbrmy Gonzales shot to death his three

reinstating it.”. :
Before federal gun legislation
known as the Brady Bill passed

es 7, 8 and 10. Short- |
mr, heazﬁed in a gun baitle:
with the palice.




